
Piñatas are great fun for all the family and the best part is, you can decorate them 
however you like! We have put together our top tips on how to make one 

using simple crafts you will most likely have around the house.

DIY PINATA MAKING!

CHOOSE A SHAPE FOR YOUR 
PINATA

You can make your piñata into whatever 
you like! the easiest shape to make is a 

design based on your balloon form and to 
decorate, but if you’re up for a challenge, 
you can create more elaborate shapes by 
using thick and thin cardboard to make to 

a shape of your choice.  

PREPARATION FOR YOUR PINATA

Gather your supplies:

- Newspaper 
- Papier Mache Paste (flour, water and salt)

- PVA Glue
- large round Balloon

- Paper Fringe Garlands
- Scissors

- Cardboard (if you want to make a more intricate 
piñata) 

PROTECT YOUR WORK 
AREA

Making your piñata has the 
potential to get a little messy, so 

make sure you give yourself 
plenty of room to work. Cover 
your work area with layers of 

newspaper or a disposable plastic 
tablecloth. Keep yourself clean too 
by wearing an old top or apron 

and latex gloves.

MAKE YOUR PAPER 
MACHE PASTE

In a bowl, mix 475g of flour with 
475ml of water and a tablespoon 
of salt. Stir the mixture until it 

thickens into a batter like texture. 
Don’t worry about all the lumps, 

you want it to be 
relatively smooth but it may have 

a few flour lumps!

PREPARE PAPER MACHE 
STRIPS

Tear some newspaper into strips 
that are about 1 to 2 inches wide 
and 6 to 8 inches long. this will 
make the newspaper lay nice and 

flat on the balloon. You will need 
to prepare many of these strips 

of paper so that you have enough 
to cover your balloon in several 

layers. 

WE LOVE THESE FUN IDEAS 



MAKING YOUR PINATAS

YOUR PINATA IS NOW READY, 
HAPPY HITTING!

STEP 1. 
PREPARE THE BASE OF YOUR PINATA

Inflate your balloon, this will form the body of the piñata so make sure you make it 
nice and big. round balloons are preferable to create a larger space for sweets but 
you can do any shape balloon. If you want any additional shapes to your piñata, 

make these out of cardboard and tape them on.

STEP 2. 
APPLY THE PAPER 

MACHEPASTE TO YOUR 
PAPER STRIPS

Dip the strips into your paste and 
remove any excess paste by running 
the strips through pinched fingers

STEP 3. 
APPLY PAPER MACHE TO THE BALLOON

lay strips down over the balloon in a crisscross pattern until the entire balloon is covered. Leave the 
knot of the balloon uncovered to create space to later pop the balloon and fill with sweets!

Repeat this step 3-4 times, allowing each layer to dry before adding another. Once this is completed, 

let your piñata dry fully- this may take 24-48 hours depending on how thickly covered your piñata is. 

STEP 4. 
COVER YOUR PINATA

You may wish to paint your piñata first to give it a base coat, but this is not 
essential depending on what you want your piñata to look like.

Glue crepe paper and tissue paper to the piñata. Leave the paper in strips, create 
tassels, or ruffle it up into small bunches, you can also add colourful cupcake 

liners. If you made an animal, add googly eyes for a fun look.

STEP 5. 
CUT A HOLE FOR THE SWEETS

If the balloon has not yet popped, pop it now and remove it. Since 
you did not cover the knot of the balloon with paper mache, you 
should have a small hole already (make this larger if necessary). 
Fill the hole with sweets, streamers, stickers, confetti and small 
toys or anything else you like! Stay away from unwrapped sweets 

or toys that may break. 

STEP 6. 
FINISHING TOUCHES

Punch two small holes around the 
main hole. Tie a string or ribbon 

through the holes to create a loop. 
Cover the main hole with some tape 

or tissue paper to ensure sweets do 
not fall out before the paper mache 

breaks.  


