
HOW TO MAKE A DIY 
PLANT POT AT HOME 

Before you throw away those empty food cans, 
consider this fun DIY project! 

Ordinary tin cans, like those used for soup, take decades to decompose naturally in a 
landfill. If it is aluminium, it can take even longer - more than 200 years to decompose!

Yes, you can recycle your used cans, and that’s a great thing to do, but even that 
requires energy and emits some greenhouse gasses into the environment. What’s an 
even greener solution than recycling? Upcycling! Instead of spending money on new 
plant pots, turn your empty cans into a unique planter you can be proud of. This is a 
great activity for adults and kids and pots can be decorated to suit your home and 

taste!

Keep your cans
Save empty food cans or bottles, such as 
soup or bean cans, or you could also use 

plastic bottles.

GAthER YOUR MATERIALS
The great thing about this craft is that you’ll 

find that you likely already have the 
materials you can use for this project on 

hand. Grab any paint, stencils, glitter, 
scrapbook paper, brushes and 

papier-mâché- make use of craft materials 
you already have!

TOP DESIGN IDEAS FOR ADULTS
We love the natural look, simple yet elegant for your home. Below are some of our favourite 

looks to inspire you, using shells, twine, moss and paint. 



TOP DESIGN IDEAS FOR CHILDREN
There are so many fun designs to choose from, but we love the idea of turning your pots into 

your favourite movie character or animal!

PREP thE CANS
The great thing about this craft is that you’ll find that you likely already have the 

materials you can use for this project on hand. Grab any paint, stencils, glitter, 
scrapbook paper, brushes and papier-mâché- make use of craft materials you already have!

TOP TIPS
Why don’t you try and grow your own herbs to use in cooking, or even some vegetables that 
don’t require a large pot to grow, such as tomatoes and runner beans (these will need to be 

moved into a larger pot in time). 
This not only saves money and is great for the environment, but is fun for children to watch 

them grow and really rewarding when they are ready to eat! 

Do some research on what plants, herbs, fruits or veg you can grow in your new pot. 
Remember to take into consideration how much sunlight it needs, whether it needs to be 

grown indoors or outdoors and how much you need to water it! 

ALTERNATIVE IDEAS
There are so many different ideas on how to upcycle everyday objects and give them a 

second use. Why not also try making your own terrarium with glass jars, or plant pots using 
old wellies or an old toy truck?  Here are some of our favourites for inspiration!

happy pLAnting!


